New method of catheter-port system implantation in hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy.
This report describes a novel method of implantation of the catheter-port system in hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy, which is the inferior epigastric arterial approach. Using this method, the length of incision is about 3 cm in lower abdomen. The inferior epigastric artery is exposed above the inguinal ligament. The half of the artery is cut, and a vascular sheath is inserted into the external iliac artery along a guide wire. A catheter is inserted into the hepatic artery through the vascular sheath. Coil occlusion of nontarget artery is performed by the technique of interventional radiology. Then the vascular sheath is removed and the catheter is fixed to the inferior epigastric artery. A port is connected to the catheter and placed above the incision in the lower abdomen. Using this method, the hip joint can be moved freely and port-related complications are few, which contributes to a good quality of life of patients during the therapy. The inferior epigastric arterial approach may give a benefit to those who are treated with hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy.